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Two more things if I can, unless the
gentleman wants to say something fur-
ther. Let me say something on immi-
gration reform. PAUL RYAN, leader on
your side, a Vice Presidential can-
didate, said of the bipartisan effort in
the Senate on immigration, he said, ‘I
do support what they’re doing. I think
they’ve put out a good product. It’s
good policy.” That was reported on
June 6 of this year in The Hill news-
paper.

Immigration, obviously, nor did I ex-
pect it to be on the list for next week.
But I want to ask the gentleman—in
light of the fact that comprehensive
immigration reform, by many on both
sides of the aisle, including Mr. RYAN,
but obviously in a bipartisan way in
the United States Senate, has been
something that’s been viewed as a pri-
ority item—can the gentleman tell me
whether or not there is a near-term,
and by ‘“‘near-term,” I mean prior to
the August break, expectation that we
will have any movement in this House
on immigration reform?

I yield to my friend.

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman and would say that the
Judiciary Committee, under the lead-
ership of Chairman GOODLATTE, is very,
very involved in the discussion around
these issues and is intending to address
and begin to address the issue of immi-
gration this month. And certainly my
hope is that we, in this House, can see
a full debate on the floor throughout
the committee process and to make
sure that we can address what is a very
broken immigration system.

And I know that the gentleman
shares with me the commitment to try
and do all we can to reflect the notion
of trying to address a broken system.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for those comments, and I look forward
to us doing that and, hopefully, doing
so in a bipartisan fashion because he
and I both agree that the system is
broken, needs to be fixed.

And my view, and I think the view of
many, and certainly the Senators who
came together and offered the bill
that’s now being considered on the
Senate floor, believe that a comprehen-
sive plan was the best answer. And I
agree with that.

Lastly, if I can ask the majority
leader, the student 1loan program,
which has capped interest on student
loans at 3.4 percent, expires the end of
this month, and therefore we’re weeks
away from having a substantial in-
crease, a doubling of student Iloan
costs.
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The President has a proposal. We
passed a proposal through this House,
as you know, Mr. Leader. Both of those
proposals were defeated on the Senate
floor for lack of 60 votes. The Senate
alternative, which Mr. BISHOP has now
introduced, got 51 votes, but neither of
them got 60 votes.

Can the gentleman tell me whether
or not—it’s not on the calendar for
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next week—there’s any plan to address
the issue, beyond what we’ve already
done and which has been rejected in
the Senate, to ensure that students do
not see a doubling of interest rates in
the near future?

And I yield to my friend.

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman and would say that, yes,
there is a commitment to try to make
sure that there is not a doubling of the
interest rate to students who would
look to incurring debt to go to school.

As the gentleman correctly knows,
Mr. Speaker, this House is the only
body that has passed a bill to provide
for protecting these students against
such a rate increase. In fact, the bill
that passed the House, as the gen-
tleman knows, was a bill that allows
for rates to go into a variable mode, to
assure that any increase that would
occur is not that increase in the stat-
ute, but long term could protect stu-
dents as well from that kind of a hit.

Now, I've talked to several members
of the administration. Our chairman,
JOHN KLINE, has been in contact, I
know, with the Secretary, as well as
others, in trying to resolve this issue.
Discussions are ongoing. It is my hope,
I would tell the gentleman, Mr. Speak-
er, that we can resolve this issue so
that perspective students can be as-
sured that their rates would not dou-
ble. But it is the House who has pro-
vided the pathway and the roadmap to
ensure that happens. And we’re trying
to work with the administration, since
the Senate has been unable to act, to
avoid this from happening.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for his comments.

Mr. Speaker, I'm sure you know—and
I'm sure the American public knows as
well, Mr. Speaker—the reason the Sen-
ate hasn’t acted is because, although
they have a majority for an alter-
native, frankly, they can’t get cloture.
They can’t get 60 votes. Frankly, Mr.
REID doesn’t have 60 votes in order to
move legislation.

So, while it’s well and good to say
that we have acted, we have acted on a
vehicle that the Senate has rejected.
And they’ve rejected our alternative as
well. They didn’t reject it by a major-
ity vote. A majority voted for our al-
ternative. Frankly, the House would
not be able to act if 60 percent of the
House were necessary to pass some-
thing, and the majority leader and I
both know that. We would be in grid-
lock. Frankly, I think it’s unfortunate
the Senate has a rule which allows a
minority to control. I think that’s not
good for the country, I think it’s not
good for democracy, and I think it is
not good for policy. I think that’s de-
monstrable and, unfortunately, being
experienced by the American people.

But I would hope that within the
next 2 weeks, or 8 legislative days that
we have left, that the gentleman’s ef-
forts will bear fruit and that we can do
something—not that we’ll beat our-
selves on the chest and say the House
acted.
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That’s the problem with the seques-
ter. The House acted in the last Con-
gress, and we’re not acting now be-
cause a bill that’s dead and gone and
cannot be resurrected was passed in the
last Congress as a pretense of—not a
pretense. It was real at the time, but
now claiming that that is the reason
we’re not acting on the sequester.
Hopefully, that will not be the reason
we do not act on the student loan.

I thank the gentleman for his efforts
at wanting to get us to a compromise
which will assure that students do not
see, on July 1, an increase in their in-
terest rates.

Unless the gentleman wants to make
additional comments, I will yield back
the balance of my time.

———

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, JUNE
17, 2013

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet on Monday next, when it shall
convene at noon for morning-hour de-
bate and 2 p.m. for legislative business.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces that the correct tally
on rollcall vote No. 231 was 134 ‘‘ayes”
and 290 ‘‘noes.”

————

KENTUCKY BOURBON INDUSTRY

(Mr. BARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, in honor of
National Bourbon Day, I rise to cele-
brate Kentucky’s signature spirit.

Kentucky’s signature bourbon indus-
try has enjoyed significant growth do-
mestically and abroad, creating bil-
lions of dollars in economic activity
and over 9,000 jobs, including thousands
in the legendary distilleries along the
Kentucky Bourbon Trail.

Unlike vodka or gin, bourbon is re-
quired by law to be stored for at least
2 years in charred white oak barrels.
However, bourbon distillers are unable
to deduct their expenses during that
unique aging process, placing them at a
competitive disadvantage in the global
marketplace.

This week, I introduced a bipartisan
Aged Distilled Spirits Competitiveness
Act, which would amend the Tax Code
to fix this inequality and help level the
playing field for Kentucky’s signature
bourbon industry.

American products can successfully
compete with any in the world. This
House is working overtime to enact
policies that will promote American
competitiveness, remove barriers to
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